
Jennifer Pollack, Gail Sutton & Brad Lomax

11 Oct 2010 1Pollack et al., CBBF Coastal Issues Forum



ÅTexas is the 2nd largest U.S. oyster producer
ïOver $19 million generated in 2007 

Commercial Oyster Landings

Why do we care about oysters?
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Habitat

ÅOysters provide high quality habitat for 

numerous fishes, shrimps & crabs

Photo credits: scfishingreport.com, moldychum.typepad.com, bandgap.cs.rice.edu, laterallineco.com 
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Water Quality

ÅOysters filter and clean bay waters, 

removing plankton, sediments, heavy 

metals, bacteria and other ñwastesò 

Photo credit: chronicle.com

11 Oct 2010 Pollack et al., CBBF Coastal Issues Forum 4



Shoreline protection

ÅOyster reefs protect shorelines from 

erosion

Photo credits: gcrc.uga.edu, dep.state.fl.us
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BEST OF BOTH WORLDS
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The problem
ÅOysters are the most threatened marine habitat 

on earth
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Where are all the oysters?

ÅLost due to: 

ïPoor water 

quality

ïHabitat 

destruction 

(shell 

dredging)

ïDisease

Illustration credit: chronicle.com
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Habitat loss
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Oyster life cycle
Illustration credit: score.dnr.sc.gov
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Why oyster shells are important

ÅLarval oysters are free swimming in the 

water column

ÅAfter 2-3 weeks in the water, the larval 

oysters settle out of the water and require 

a hard substrate such as oyster shell to 

cement themselves, form a shell and grow

ÅIf the larval oysters do not find a hard 

substrate to attach to, they will die
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Harvested oysters = harvested habitat

Why put it here?

When you can put it here!
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Our solution

Partners
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Oyster Shells

A Commodity?

ÅMedical Use ïCalcium Carbonate

ÅCosmetics

ÅChicken Grit

ÅConstruction

ÅAnd why we are here tonighté

to form HABITAT!
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The process: 

1. Oysters are harvested by oyster dredge

Photo credit: statesman.com
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